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SECTION 13 MA ADVANCE DIRECTIVES 

 

Overview  
Health Alliance supports a beneficiary’s right to express preferences about his 
or her medical care through advance directives.  
 
An advance directive is a written statement or document completed by a person 
in advance of serious illness about how the person wants his or her health care 
decisions made. Two types of advance directives are: 
 

1. Living will- allows a person to state in advance what types of medical 
treatments are desired in the event the person develops a terminal 
illness.  

2. Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care permits a person to name 
someone to make health care decisions for him or her if he or she is 
unable to do so. 

 
If a beneficiary chooses to have an advance directive, he or she should give a 
copy to your office to be included as part of his or her current medical record. A 
lawyer or a family member should also know about the beneficiary’s advance 
directive and its location. A beneficiary may change or cancel these documents 
at any time. Any change should be written, signed and dated, and copies given 
to all who may have copies of the original. 
 
Contracted providers are obligated to honor any advance directive a 
beneficiary initiates. 
 
Beneficiaries are not required to initiate an advance directive and will not be 
denied care without an advance directive. 

Beneficiaries can obtain more information about advance directives by referring 
to the booklet titled “Planning Ahead,” which is provided with their other 
member materials. We also encourage beneficiaries to contact their attorney, 
local hospital or any of the following sources for assistance in planning an 
advance directive. 

Illinois 

Illinois Department on Aging 
1 Natural Resources Way, Suite 100 
Springfield, IL 62702 
 
Illinois Attorney General 
Springfield Main Office 
500 S. Second Street 
Springfield, IL 62701 
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Indiana 

Indiana State Department of Health 
Health Care Quality and Regulatory Commission 
2 North Meridian Street, 4th Floor Selig 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 

Iowa 

Iowa Department on Aging 
510 E. 12th Street #2 
Des Moines, IA 50319 

 

Ohio 

Ohio Department of Aging 
246 N. High St., 1st Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215-2406 

 

Washington 

Washington Aging and Long-term Support Administration 
PO Box 45600 
Olympia, WA 68504-5600 
 
 

 

 

 

 


